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Foreword from Katherine 
Licken & John McCarthy
As	Co-Chairs,	we	are	delighted	to	present	












sector and the prevailing health advice at 
that	time,	the	Minister	decided	it	would	
be	more	beneficial	to	wait	until	we	could	
situate the Report in this next phase of 
reopening and provide some clarity and 




pandemic – COVID-19: Reframing the 







safely reopening and encouraging the public 
to come back to these venues and enjoy 
what	the	Night-Time	Economy	has	to	offer.	
We are cognisant of the fact that venue 
owners	and	promoters	and	artists	want	to	
reopen	safely	and	stay	open	and	we	want	to	







of building this into the Programme on a 
longer-term basis. We have also kick-started 
a	pilot	initiative	to	establish	Night-Time	
Advisors in six areas led by our colleagues in 
Local Government. 
We	know	that	pubs,	clubs	and	other	
businesses dependent on the Night-Time 
Economy have been among the hardest 
hit	over	the	past	number	of	months.	Our	
cultural	institutions	and	the	many	artists	
and performers that contribute so much to 
a	thriving	Night-time	Economy	have	also	





























constantly evolving in response to societal 





















and inclusive Night-Time Economy is not 





















encourage diversity and inclusivity in the 
Night-Time	Economy;	modernise	antiquated	
licensing	laws;	make	operating	procedures	
easier and more accessible; improve our 
public realm and create a strong sense of 
safety for the Night-Time Economy; create 
new	and	dynamic	structures	to	develop	


















support both a thriving Night-Time Economy 
and	sustainable	residential	communities.	 
We	have	suggested	some	practical	actions 
in these areas but also a dedicated forum to 
look	at	how	planning	can	positively	impact	




plans to modernise the licensing regime 
which	will	help	our	cultural	and	hospitality	
sectors	to	flourish	again	and	can	also	help	 
to broaden and diversify the range of 
night-time	and	cultural	offerings	in	the	









the Taskforce included the rights of those 
working	in	the	Night-Time	Economy.	 




those in the disability sector that there are 
many challenges to be overcome for people 
































the Night-Time Economy. These sectors 
are among the hardest hit by the pandemic 
with	most	essentially	closed	or	with	very	
low	levels	of	activity.	The	bulk	of	businesses	
and individuals in these sectors have been 
wholly	dependent	on	State	supports	for	
the majority of 2020 and to date in 2021.
As	the	economy	opens	up	in	line	with	thehe	
recently published COVID-19: Reframing 
the Challenge, Continuing Our Recovery and 
Reconnecting, the next and final phase of 
our response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Night-Time Economy needs to have as 
few	obstacles	as	possible	to	its	growth	and	
development. This Taskforce has approached 
its	work	in	this	context	and	has	examined	






involved in this process.
Background to the Night-Time 
Economy Taskforce
Catherine Martin T.D., Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media established the Night-Time Economy Taskforce on 
30 July 2020 as one of the priority actions for the Department and on 
foot of a commitment in the Programme for Government (Appendix 1).    
with	a	disability	to	fully	enjoy	or	work	in	the	
Night-Time Economy. The issue of costly 
insurance	acting	to	prohibit	new	business	
start-ups	or	expansions	was	also	raised.	

















considerable distance to travel to reach a 
thriving,	diverse	and	sustainable	Night-Time	
Economy.	The	publication	of	this	report	is	







the resurgence of the Night-Time Economy 
that	we	have	all	missed	so	much	over	the	
past number of months.
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The full list of members of the Taskforce is set out below:
Katherine Licken, Secretary 
General of the Department of 
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media (co-Chair)
John McCarthy, former Secretary 
General at the then Department 
of Housing, Planning and Local 
Government (co-Chair)
Hazel Chu, Lord Mayor of Dublin
Joe Kavanagh, Lord Mayor of Cork
Clare Brosnan, Department 
of Justice
Deaglán Ó Briain, Department 
of Justice
Colin O Hehir, Department 
of Environment, Climate 
and Communications 
Éanna Ó Conghaile, 
Department of Transport
Mary Byrne, Department 
of Rural and Community 
Development 
Colin Ryan, Department 
of Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage
Deborah Dignam, Department of 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment 





Paul Keeley, Fáilte Ireland 
Sunil Sharpe & Robbie Kitt, 
Give Us The Night
Seán Rainbird, Council of National 
Cultural Institutions (CNCI)
Maureen Kennelly, Arts Council
Jenny Sherwin, Local Authority 
Arts Officer
AnnMarie Farrelly, County and 
City Management Association 
(CCMA)
Conor Falvey, Department of 
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media
Sinéad Copeland, Department 
of Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media
Deirdre Currivan, Department 
of Tourism, Culture, 
Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media (Secretariat)
The Terms of Reference of the Taskforce were as follows: 
1. Explore and define a vision 
for a vibrant Night-Time 
Economy in our cities and 
towns which is diverse 
and inclusive.
2. Identify international 
models of best practice.
3. Conduct an intensive 
stakeholder engagement 
process with all relevant 
sectors and interested 
parties who have a 
significant role in the Night-
Time Economy to ensure 
that all views and ideas are 
considered in the work of 
the Taskforce. This process 
will also include meetings 
with key stakeholders, 
and a call for submissions 
from interested parties.
4. Conduct a detailed 
venue mapping exercise 
with local authorities 
and culture sector partners. 
5. Complete and seek 
information on current 
pilots (DCC and CCC) and 
initiate further pilots in 
rural locations to determine 
any further challenges that 
rural communities may face. 
6. Building on the experience 
of the pilots examine the 
establishment of local 
committees to advance 
and improve our night-
time entertainment and 
creative offerings in other 
urban areas. 
7. Conduct a full review of 
the regulations and policy 
framework governing 
our night-time culture 
at national and local level.
8. Highlight other key 
challenges arising from 
pilot projects and the 
current restrictions due 
to COVID-19 and identify 
priority solutions/actions 






to the Minister for the 
development of a Policy on 
the Night-Time Economy. 
The Taskforce met 6 times 
virtually and a number 
of sub-groups were also 
established. See below for 
further details.
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What do we mean by the 
Night-Time Economy?
The Night-Time Economy is multi-layered, covering a range of sectors 
and stakeholders with a diverse offering including cultural activity, 
entertainment, hospitality, festivals, sport and retail activity, with the 
aim of providing a safe and secure space to work and/or socialise. 
A vibrant Night-Time Economy is enabled by a well-designed public 
realm, effective transport solutions and different activities occurring 
at different stages of the 6pm to 6am Night-Time Economy timeframe. 
A good Night-Time Economy should include a range of activities to 
suit all ages and interests and be a welcoming and flexible environment 








aim to enhance the Night-Time Economy 
will	have	to	co-exist	with	the	objective	of	













design of the most appropriate Night-Time 
Economy	for	a	particular	city,	town	or	village	
will	be	a	matter	for	consideration	by	the	











approach across public services and a strong 
partnership	with	the	various	stakeholders	
who	are	involved	–	or	want	to	be	involved	–	
in the Night-Time Economy. Whatever the 
location,	the	Night-Time	Economy	requires	a	




achieve a greater outcome. 
The Night-Time Economy in Ireland 












The Night-Time Economy refers to the diverse 
social, cultural and economic activity occurring 
during specified evening and night-time hours. 
It balances the needs of the inter-related 
communities that co-exist to bring it to life and 



















agreed that the Night-Time Economy should 








Vision for a Night-Time 
Economy in Ireland:
Ireland’s cities and towns are 
uniquely engaging places to live, 
explore and work in at night; 
offering a wide range  
of experiences that appeal 
to all ages and interests; and 
are easy to access no matter 
the hour. They are vibrant, 
welcoming places that bring 
you back time and again. 
This vision is supported 
by a cohesive policy and 
legislative environment which 
enables the creation of vibrant 
and inclusive night-time 
experiences that are appropriate 
to their character and embraced 
by all local stakeholders.
Our Guiding Principles
In	approaching	its	work,	the	Taskforce	











































retail and cultural venues in a 
welcoming	and	engaging	environment.
7. Dignity & Safety –	all	participants	in	
our	Night-Time	Economy	will	feel	valued	
and safe as they go about their lives.
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As part of its work, the Taskforce conducted an intensive stakeholder 
engagement process with relevant sectors and interested parties who 
have a significant role in the Night-Time Economy to ensure that all 
relevant views and ideas were considered.
Consultation process











1. What do you see as the key 
attributes of a positive Night-
Time Economy? What does 
the best case scenario for you 
(as a group) look like? 
2. What cultural, creative or other 
activities are currently missing 
from the Night-Time Economy? 
3. What are the challenges for your 
particular group and others? 
Any suggested solutions? 
4. What in your view is a 
best practice example of a 
successful Night-Time Economy 
internationally and/or are 
there international examples 
we can draw from?
As	part	of	its	work,	the	Taskforce	also	invited	













1. Vision sub-group (Chair: Paul Keeley, 
Fáilte Ireland).	This	Group	reviewed	
existing	definitions	and	visions	of	the	





from the various members. They also 
developed a set of guiding principles and 
outlined	a	set	of	issues	arising	within	the	
Night-Time Economy.
2. The Pilot/Local Authority sub-group 
(Chair: AnnMarie Farrelly, CE Fingal 
County Council). This group examined  
the	experiences	of	both	Dublin	City	 
and	Cork	City	in	developing	the	Night-











3.	 The Venue sub-group (Chair: Maureen 
Kennelly, Director, Arts Council). This 
group looked at the availability of venues 
for	cultural	activity	in	the	Night-Time	
Economy	and	potential	challenges	
experienced by these venues. They also 
examined	options	for	mapping	cultural	
venues and discussed the development 
of	multi-purpose	venues.
4. The International Experience sub-group 
(Chair: Hazel Chu, Lord Mayor of Dublin). 
This	group	invited	a	range	of	international	
speakers to discuss the experience 
of	other	jurisdictions	in	developing	




presented to this Sub-Group can be 
found at Appendix 4.
5. The Regulations sub-group (Chair: 
Clare Brosnan, Department of Justice). 
This group undertook a mapping exercise 
across Government to capture the 





of planning and licensing reform.
Taskforce Sub-Groups
In order to maximise the output of the Group, the Taskforce decided to 
activate a sub-group structure to ensure the various issues surrounding 
the Night-Time Economy were reviewed and discussed in detail. The 
following groups were established and met regularly, feeding their 
findings into the main Taskforce at each meeting:






Both terms are inter-connected and are 
integral	to	the	work	of	this	Taskforce,	which	





our society becomes more diverse so 
too must our cultural and Night-Time 
Economy	offering.	Our	urban	centres	






Night-Time Economy has appeal for all 
sectors	of	society	and	where	individual	
sectors of society have the opportunity 
to enjoy and access those aspects of the 







the needs of locals and visitors alike. 
However,	there	is	also	a	role	for	events	and	
activities	that	do	not	involve	or	centre	on	the	
sale of alcohol and these are considered in 
more	detail	below.	




A more diverse and inclusive Night-Time Economy sector
— Increase	the	Night-Time	
Economy	offering	through 
extended opening hours  
in the National Cultural 
Institutions 
— Bring more venues into late 
night use by linking promoters 
and artists with existing 






to trial night-time activities, 
including a pilot late-night 
event in the National Concert 
Hall, based on international 
models of best practice
— Increased	collaboration	
across Government to  
deliver a high impact and 
well-functioning public realm 
to encourage more outdoor 
activities in the Night-Time 
Economy 
— New	pilot	project	in	Cork	City	
to encourage and support 
the night-time food scene 
more	engagement	with	different	cultural	
practitioners	in	need	of	performance	space	





























into the early hours of the morning and those 
employed in parts of the Night-Time Economy 
wishing	to	socialise	after	work.	It	could	also	








reform later in this report.
Through	the	consultation	process,	the	





that does not involve the sale of alcohol or 
















through making their infrastructure available 
to	provide	the	space/facilities	for	appropriate	





and cultural venues could be facilitated 
to provide performances later into the 
night. There is also scope for the very 
successful	annual	“Culture	Night”	initiative	
to	be	run	more	frequently,	perhaps	on	a	
smaller scale and focused around a series 








considered as part of that process. Already 
this	year,	the	Arts	Council,	working	with	
the	NTE	sector,	have	developed	an	initial	





programming in future years


















Priority Challenges and 
Recommendations





venues needs to be made available to both 








needs to be given to the supports that 














This is a commitment in the Programme for 
Government	and	refers	to	the	potential	for	
temporarily empty buildings to be used in the 
short-term	until	they	can	be	brought	back	into	
permanent	use.	This	could	potentially	benefit	




















to ensure accessibility is considered in all 
aspects	of	design	and	that	in	any	new	public	
capital upgrade schemes emphasis should be 
given	to	supporting	improved	accessibility	in	
working	spaces	for	artists	in	venues.	































short-term use of temporarily empty 
buildings	such	as	shops	until	they	can	
be brought back into commercial use. 
It	takes	a	potential	problem	and	turns	it	
into an opportunity and helps keep an 
area vibrant.
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not been able to access a suitable facility. The 










development of a sustainable model for arts 
and	music	spaces	(for	creative	co-operatives)	
could lead to the establishment of more 
independent community-based cultural 













the fabric of the Night-Time Economy.
Extending	the	timespan	and	offering	of	the	
Night-Time economy should not mean an 
increase	in	anti-social	behaviour	or	misuse	 
of	alcohol	and/or	misuse	of	drugs.	The	
enhanced diversity of the Night-Time 
Economy	offering	that	the	Taskforce	is	
recommending includes having more venues 
and	cultural	activities	that	do	not	involve	
the sale of alcohol. The importance of this 





















































our understanding of customer needs and 









is addressed later in this report but should 
also	be	built	into	general	planning	practices	
for all relevant bodies and agencies.
Public Realm











































enhance and support the Night-Time 
Economy	in	terms	of	urban	animation	and	
other improvements to the public realm. A 
co-ordinated approach is recommended to 
planning and alignment of spend to fund high 
impact,	best-in-class	initiatives	that	have	the	
potential	to	positively	impact	the	Night-Time	












Supports to encourage retail operators and 
other businesses to open late should be 
examined	and	a	communications	plan	put	in	
place to assist in this regard.
The opportunity to create a more vibrant 





through the development of a coherent 
food	activation	plan	that	maximises	local	














as the English Market and other parts of 
the	city	offering	potential	opportunities	for	
the	development	of	new	food	initiatives	
as part of the Night-Time Economy.  The 



















public spaces should be designed so that 
they	are	easy	for	people	to	use	and	to	reflect	
the fact that all people experience changes 
in	their	abilities	as	they	progress	through	
the	different	stages	of	life.	It	is	important	for	
designers to take all of the users of buildings 
and outdoor spaces into account throughout 










Community-based artists should be a particular focus of this Scheme. 
Lead Role D/TCAGSM
Supporting Role LVA,	VFI,	Fáilte	Ireland,	Give	us	the	Night,	Arts	Council























A model to sustain this tool should be developed a as part of this process.
Develop	a	self-assessment	tool	for	venue	“owners”	to	assess	the	potential	
of	their	space	for	diversification	to	Night-Time	Economy	activities	across	




























































































to be considered include expanding the programme to include late night 
events,	having	Culture	Night	more	than	once	a	year,	having	more	frequent	









































A more planned and integrated approach to the development 
and operation of the NTE
— New	pilot	project	establishing 
Night-Time Economy Advisors 
and Night-Time Economy 
Committees in six cities/towns 
across Ireland
— New	guidance	to	be	developed	
to help local authorities plan 
for a more effective and vibrant 
Night-Time Economy
— Review	of	Noise	Regulations	
to develop practical 
solutions for more effective 
noise management in the 
Night-Time Economy
— Standardised event 
planning system across 
Local Authorities for 
events of 5,000 and under 
with a view to migrating 
all applications on line















become a key element of the response to the 
COVID-19	pandemic.
Development	plans	are	already	required	to	
have policies that include ‘the integration 
of the planning and sustainable development 
of the area with social, community and 













Time Economy. The development of best 
practice	guidance	in	this	area	will	provide	a	
framework	within	which	the	development	
of the Night-Time Economy can be 
systematically	considered,	including	tensions	
between	uses	such	as	residential	and	cultural	












inform statutory planning in all our urban 
centres,	not	just	city	centres.	It	is	envisaged	
that	this	would	reflect	a	holistic	and	
integrated approach to developing our urban 
centres that takes account of a range of uses 






to providing space for cultural and Night-
Time	Economy	activities	within	our	cities	and	
towns	and	will	also	provide	encouragement	
for private developers to incorporate cultural 








in the Night-Time Economy in other 
jurisdictions	who	engaged	with	the	Taskforce	
highlighted	as	being	of	particular	importance.	
The Taskforce also supports the 
implementation	of	the	Programme	for	




This is an important aspect of planning and 
development	and	can	have	a	significant	









key stakeholders involved. 
Noise Regulation 
Noise is an issue that needs serious 
consideration	if	the	protection	of	residential	
amenity	and	the	operation	of	the	Night-
Time Economy are to be managed in a 
balanced	manner	and	if	our	cities	and	towns	
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reasonable steps are taken to ensure that 






management or a stronger system of 
regulatory controls. This is also important 
in the context of an increased focus on 
outdoor activities including outdoor dining 
in response to COVID-19 restrictions. 
The Taskforce discussed the various issues 
















the ground rules are clear and breaches can 
be addressed in an agile and responsive 
manner. While the planning process can 
play	a	role	in	this,	some	establishments	will	
not	need	planning	permission	and,	in	reality,	


















operators of Night-Time Economy premises 
(an	approach	which	could	be	explored	
further as part of the more co-ordinated 
approach to the Night-Time Economy to be 
tested through the pilot projects referred 
to	later	in	this	report	all	the	way	through	to	
a	more	formal	regulatory	approach	–	the	
key priority should be to develop a shared 
understanding of permissible noise levels 
and the mechanisms for addressing breaches 
arising	in	a	responsive	and	timely	manner.	
Planning Events






approach is set out in the Planning Acts. 
However,	there	is	no	standardised	approach	







have also been introduced in three other 
Local Authority areas. 
The purpose of these tools is to assist the 
event organiser in providing a safe event 
and	thus	ensuring	it	can	be	repeated,	
smoothing	the	path	with	other	statutory	










events that fall outside the scope of the 
event	licensing	legislation.	This	new	system	
should incorporate the guidance and 
templates	developed	by	Fingal	County	
Council,	it	should	be	an	online	solution	that	
supports all stakeholders throughout the 
process,	and	should	offer	a	consistent	and	
standardised approach to event planning 
nationwide.	The	aim	should	be	to	simplify	
the process for end users and not to over 
regulate the system. The process should be 
kept	under	review	over	time	to	ensure	that	
it	is	fit	for	purpose	and	remains	relevant	and	
helpful for stakeholders. 
























there is a need for the ongoing management 
of the Night-Time Economy at local level to 











help them develop a co-ordinated approach 



















achievable milestones and a structure that 
works	for	them.	Local	authorities	are	best	
positioned	to	lead	this	process,	through	










have already kick-started this process and 
work	is	underway	to	appoint	these	Advisors
A single Night-Time Economy Advisor 
will	not,	however	be	sufficient	to	drive	




and inclusive Night-Time Economy 
Committee.	The	Committee’s	work	















for the Night-Time Economy.
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The	Taskforce	considered	how	best	to	
achieve this more planned and co-ordinated 
approach	at	a	local	level	and	identified	a	
range	of	structures	and	mechanisms	which	






























freedom to tailor the arrangements to local 
circumstances. The approach of tailoring to 
local	circumstances	would	also	provide	an	







inform the approach to be taken in rolling 
out	enhanced	co-ordination	and	leadership	

















messaging for the Night-Time Economy 
should form part of the pilot projects 
to encourage venues and promoters to 
communicate the safe and responsible 
use	of	the	Night-Time	Economy	with	their	
audience.	It	is	vital	also	that	residents’	groups	



































that can support the Night-Time Economy sector. 
Lead Role D/Housing













































— Safety and security measures
The	learning	from	these	pilot	projects	will	be	rolled	out	across	other	local	
authority areas in due course.
Lead Role LAs
Supporting Role D/TCAGSM NTE Pilot sub-group CCMA D/RCD, Give Us The Night






















Lead Role Fáilte Ireland
Supporting Role Give Us The Night and other NTE stakeholders, Arts Council
Timeline Q4 2021
A modernised regulatory regime for the NTE
— Major reform of the 
licensing	laws	to support 
the culture and hospitality 
sectors and modernise and 
diversify the Night-time 
Economy offering
— Introduction	of	interim	
measures to be examined to 
ease pressure on businesses 
 — Including the	reduction	
of	SEO	fees
— Increase	the	capacity	
for outdoor dining and 
entertainment

















in the Programme for Government to 
‘modernising	our	licensing	laws	and	
application	processes’.	
































be published this year to modernise and 
update	Ireland’s	licensing	laws	to	support	
our hospitality and cultural sectors and the 
Night-Time	Economy.	The	objective	of	the	


















the result that licensing provisions are 





to be developed include arrangements 
for	catering,	guest	houses	and	nightclubs.
— Nightclubs and late bars –	It	is	well	
established that nightclub licensing is 
an	area	in	need	of	change.	Currently,	
















streamlining of the relevant processes 




Sunday. Special rules for Sunday also apply 
in	the	case	of	special	exemption	orders:	at	
present	special	exemption	orders	granted	
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technological advancements. The Revenue 
Commissioners	and	the	Courts	Service	






and reduce costs for businesses and 
should	be	better	communicated	to	the	
industry. While it has been it is considered 




to reduce the costs involved and reduce 






















as possible and that the resources necessary 
to	achieve	this	should	be	prioritised.	
COVID-19	has	had	a	catastrophic	impact	
on licensed premises and on those involved 






Given the importance of licensing reform 
to	both	post-COVID-19	pandemic	recovery	

































in terms of the use of outdoor spaces for 
hospitality	and	wider	events.	These	include:









capacity for outdoor spaces to be used for 
on-street	dining	zones	and	other	events,	and	
for a more uniform regulatory approach to be 
followed	across	the	country.




develop a co-ordinated approach to outdoor 
dining,	outdoor	entertainment	and	general	
public	realm	development.	However,	there	
is also a need to balance the needs of the 
business	and	cultural	sectors	with	the	
needs	and	rights	of	residents	who	should	





enhancing accessibility for users. Guidance 
on key areas should be communicated clearly 
and be readily available to stakeholders. 











































Lead Role  CCMA D/Housing, Arts Council
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services in rural areas
In	the	submissions	and	presentations	
received	by	the	Taskforce,	the	importance	
of more extensive late-night public transport 
as	an	essential	support	for	the	further	











of 24-hour bus services on a number of 
routes	in	both	Dublin	and	Cork	cities,	partly	
in	recognition	of	the	linkage	between	such	
services and the Night-Time Economy. There 
has	also	been	significant	improvements	in	
the Locallink services in rural areas. The 
Taskforce encourages the further expansion 
of these and similar services in other city 















in the context of the Night-Time Economy. 
A	key	part	of	planning	new	or	improved	





More 24 hour options
Transport demand is a derived demand i.e. 
the demand for travel results from other 
social	and	economic	activity.	As	a	result,	
transport services are planned to support 
other	economic	activity.	The	Taskforce	









that there are many gaps in the provision 
of	public	transport	services	particularly	
in	rural	Ireland.	The	coverage	of	services	
























The Taskforce supports the development 
and roll out of more 24 hour services to 


















extension of the services operated under the 
Transport	for	Ireland	(TFI)	LocalLink	brand,	
managed	by	LocalLink	offices	across	Ireland	
on behalf of the NTA. The Taskforce is of the 
view	that	any	services	that	are	identified	to	
support the Night-Time Economy should be 
considered	as	part	of	this	Connecting	Ireland	
Programme. 
Ride-hailing option for rural areas




to the regulatory model that currently 
operates	in	Ireland	would	require	a	change	
in	legislation.	A	ride-hailing	App	can	be	
provided by any dispatch operator such as 
FreeNow	or	Uber	as	long	as	they	use	licensed	
vehicles and licensed drivers that operate in 
accordance	with	the	existing	legislation.
While there are licensed small public service 





ride-hailing services on a commercial basis 
using unlicensed vehicles and unlicensed 









the general public interest. The Programme 
for Government includes a commitment 
to	examine	the	potential	for	ride-hailing	
services	to	improve	rural	connectivity.	This	
pilot should examine issues such as public 




industry has had an opportunity to recover 
from	the	effects	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic.
The NTA had recognised that there are gaps 
in	SPSV	service	provision	in	rural	areas.	In	
order to address the service provision the 
Authority	has	introduced	the	following:







operate on a pilot basis to assess the demand 
in	rural	areas	for	evening	and	night-time	
services at an annual cost of €1m. 
The	NTA	reviewed	the	data	on	these	
services and the general consensus from 
the	LocalLink	offices,	who	managed	these	
services	on	behalf	of	the	NTA,	was	positive	
but highlighted that most of the services 
ended too early in the evening and an 
extension	of	time	should	be	considered	
should	these	services	continue.	Factors	that	
improved the customer response to the 
offer	of	service	included	thriving	Night-
Time	Economies	offering	diverse	services	
from their immediate environs. Routes 
which	facilitated	specific	attractions	and/
or	facilitated	evening	classes	were	also	





















of the pandemic on travel has eased. 
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Subsidised Community Car Schemes
A	Community	Transport	Service	is	a	
transport service provided:
(a)  by persons concerned for the social and 
welfare needs of one or more communities;
(b)  without financial gain for the person 
providing the service or another, and
(c)  where the payment for a journey or in 
respect of passengers using the service 
does not exceed the cost of providing 







impacted on delivery of this pilot and its 
success	cannot	be	measured	at	this	time.	
Notwithstanding	the	limited	experience	
of the pilot projects for the hackney and 
community	car	schemes,	the	NTA	would	like	
to	continue	with	the	piloting	of	both	schemes	
and to further establish evening services 
into	rural	towns	and	villages.	In	particular,	
a service plan could be developed for any 
rural	towns	selected	as	locations	for	Night-
Time Economy pilot projects on foot of the 
Taskforce’s	recommendation	above.
Safe Cycling at Night
The NTA recognises that the infrastructure 
to	support	safe	cycling	at	all	times	-	including	
late at night - needs to be radically improved 

















be provided in the next decade delivering 
a	network	of	safe	segregated	cycling	facilities	
in	our	towns	and	cities.
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Public safety and security 
— Safeguards to be put in 
place	to	protect	women	
and other vulnerable 
people engaged in Night-
Time	Economy	activities.	
— Night-Time Economy 
issues to be included in 
statutory guidance on the 
operation	of	Community	
Safety Partnerships and 
Joint	Policing	Committees.	
— Implement	best	practice	
safety campaigns for 
promoting	across	
businesses	operating	in	




personal safety and security during the night-
time	hours	in	supporting	the	development	




among the public in certain areas. 
	It	is	important,	in	the	context	of	the	re-







Night-Time Economy. Everyone - including 
those	working	in	the	sector	and	those	





through ‘Supporting a Victim’s Journey: A Plan 
to Help Victims and Vulnerable Witnesses in 
Sexual Violence Cases’	published	in	October	
2020.	The	Department’s	recently	published	
























in place in each local authority are currently 
being	replaced	with	Community	Safety	
Partnership. Three have been established 
on a pilot basis and the aim is to extend 



























important. These factors should be taken 
into	account,	where	appropriate,	when	
local	authorities	and	other	public	bodies	are	
































they enjoy the Night-Time Economy is vitally 
important.	The	HSE	Social	Inclusion	Office	
summarises	this	well,	as	follows;	
“A framework for managing a safe Night-Time 
Economy ensures a coordinated, strategic 
approach across key stakeholder groups such 
as local authorities, health care providers, 
specific Night-Time Economy teams, law 
enforcement, licensing departments and 
industry to develop sustainable, healthy and 
safe nightlife. Collaborative input is required to 
develop tailored health focused harm reduction 
policies, Communication plans, the provision 
of training for staff and the provision of onsite 
interventions, where necessary.” 

















be represented on this Group.
Lead Responsibility D/Justice




have guidance on Night-Time Economy issues and that these 
issues are discussed regularly. 
This	requirement	should	be	reflected	in	the	next	iteration	of	
statutory	guidance	on	the	operation	of	CSPs/JPCs.	Night-Time	









the Night-Time Economy throughout the country. Engage with 
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Supporting the Night-Time Economy Sector 




already pointed to the case for funding 














The Taskforce supports the call for speedy 
implementation	of	the	recommended	







Supports for the longer-term  
Part	of	the	response	to	the	COVID-19	

























can be encouraged further. This could be 
achieved through the assessment criteria 
for	applications	being	amended	to	include	
specific	marks	for	a	project’s	potential	















in this report provide pointers for areas that 





























promote the sustainability of the Night-
Time	Economy,	as	outlined	above,	it	also	
recognises	that	these	will	only	be	relevant	if	























been a number of direct funding schemes 
introduced	by	Government	to	assist	specific	





support the Night-Time Economy and the 
roll-out	of	the	schemes	should	involve	active	
engagement	with	those	working	in	the	Night-
Time Economy to encourage take-up of 
available supports. These Schemes include:
— The	Department	of	Tourism,	Culture,	
Arts,	Gaeltacht,	Sport	and	Media	
published a €50m suite of measures 







• €5m capital supports for live 
entertainment sector
• €1m	to	St.	Patrick’s	Festival
 — The Tourism Business Continuity 







incurred in 2020 and support them to 
continue	operating	through	2021.		




tourism businesses through grant 









 — The Outdoor Dining Enhancement 
Investment Scheme	-	Fáilte	Ireland	works	
in	partnership	with	Local	Authorities	
to facilitate greater capacity in outdoor 
dining	by	supporting	Local	Authorities	
and	hospitality	businesses	with	upgrading	








sustainable tourism development through 
public	realm	and	urban	animation	
projects	that	have	the	potential	to	







public realm. The Taskforce recommends 
that	the	opportunities	for	the	Night-Time	
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Support for Electronic Music and 
Recognition of Club Culture
Recent	years	have	seen	significant	growth	 




















consider that they could be supported and 















other more established forms of culture. 
Club	culture	has	traditionally	welcomed	and	
brought	together	various	minority	groups,	




that has been repeatedly expressed by this 
community and others.
Additionally,	these	communities	play	
an important role in the early social 








be recognised and sustainably supported 
if	Ireland	is	to	become	an	internationally	
respected	destination	for	electronic	music	
















point for the development of future 
















































Supporting Responsibility Other	relevant	Departments/Agencies	involved	in	the	Arts 
and Recovery Taskforce
Timeline Q3	2021
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Appendix 2
























































Where The Time Goes
Dublin	Night	Club	Late	Bar	Ass	-	Open	Letter
Hospitality	Sector	-	Open	Letter
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Appendix 3
Stakeholders presentations  





















International Sub Group - 
Guest Speakers 
Benny Mc Cabe, Hospitality Sector- Cork
Azier Abanunza Robles Bilbao, City Council 
Mick Bradley, Copenhagen Experience, Snr Architect, Limerick 
Co. Co.
Lutz Leichsenring & Marc Wohlrabe, Club Commission, 
Germany
Jo Cox-Brown, UK Night-Time Economy Solutions
Mark Adam Harold Night Mayor, Vilinus, Lithuania
Dr Prof Terry Stephens, International Tourism Consultant 
Nora Hickey M’Sichili, Director, Centre Culturel Irlandais
John Montgomery, FRSA London, the UK, Ireland, Europe, 
Australia and New Zealand 
Kon Viatskalis, Lord Mayor, Darwin
Sacha Lord, Night-Time Economy Adviser for Greater 
Manchester
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